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“If I had influence with the good fairy who is
supposed to preside over the christening of all
children | should ask that her gift to each child in the
world be a sense of wonder so indestructible that it
would last throughout life, as an unfailing antidote
against the boredom and disenchantments of later
years, the sterile preoccupation with things artificial,
the alienation from the sources of our strength.”

— Rachel Carson, “The Sense of Wonder”
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This book is dedicated to:

Virgina (Puddy) Davis (19717-1997), who planted the seed
for our early childhood programs by launching a weekly
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Linda Wellings, our extraordinary “facilitator of wonder,”
who has been the heart and soul of the early childhood
programs at the Farm. Her infectious joy for life, talent for
educating, and powerful love for all children is a lasting gift

.

and inspiration for all who spend time with “Ms. Linda.”
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Sustainability Academy at Lawrence Barnes,

a Pre-K through grade 5 public school for

230 students which is located in Burlington,
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diverse community that includes many of the city’s Refugee Resettlement
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aRe
a&. The King Street Center, a Burlington, Vermont-based

r—— nonprofit community organization that provides children and
KS'I%E% families the core life-building skills necessary for a healthy and
productive future. Its programs develop the fortitude needed
to succeed at home, in school, and in life. Their whole-person approach
to youth development embraces the entire family, neighborhood, and
community. For 18 years, the preschool program has visited the Farm
for Friday mornings throughout the school year and and for a week
in the summer. The Shelburne Farms partnership gives King Street
children a chance to play and learn outdoors on green meadows, in leafy
woodlands, and with silly chickens—building their connections to the
natural world. www.kingstreetcenter.org

Champlain Valley Head Start (CVHS), offers center-based
and home-based services to eligible children and families
throughout Franklin, Grand Isle, Chittenden and Addison
Counties. Its mission is to provide high quality services

to help children and families thrive and reach their full
potential. CVHS believes in the truth of the old adage, “It takes a village
to raise a child,” and it builds strong collaborative partnerships by
blending staffing and resources with other community service providers.
Both the King Street Center and the Burlington School District’s early
childhood programs benefit from integrated programming with the
federally funded Head Start and Early Head Start offered by CVHS.
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